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»»  D E N I S E  J O R D A N L A N E

It’s unmistakable. Blindfolded, you would 

be able to discern where you were in a mo-

ment’s time. That smell—that unmistak-

able smell—it’s timeless and consistent. 

Regardless if it were empty or filled to 

capacity, a basketball gym has its own 

presence—the mix of blood, sweat and 

tears confined within the walls. The sounds 

of squeaking shoes on the high-gloss floors, 

the endless thumping of basketballs as the 

teams warm-up prior to game time, the 

painfully loud buzzer alarming the 

teams that the period is up—it’s 

all part of the game, and game 

time is upon us.

Last year found the 

former Milton Eagle gym 

used by upper elemen-

tary and middle school 

athletes in the Upward 

basketball program from 

Alpharetta First Bap-

tist Church. All day long 

teams cycled in and out like 

clockwork as two games took 

place simulataneously. This year 

Upward at AFBC has expanded 

its program to include ninth grade 

students, so teams will be broken down 

to sixth/seventh and eighth/ninth graders 

placed on teams together. Pump that Up-

ward spirit up!

Milton High Coach David Boyd
Not too far away in Milton’s new gym, the 

varsity boys have a new coach this year, but 

he’s no stranger to the court. Coach David 

Boyd’s teams in the past have had some 

success: 11 region championships; 8 elite 

8’s; 6 final fours; 2 state runners-up; 4 state 

championships: Campbell 1982; Tucker 

1996; Berkmar 2000; 2001. He also coached 

three Mr. Georgia Basketballs: Tony Akins, 

Wayne Arnold and Gani Lawal;  Coach Boyd 

was named National Coach of the Year for 

boys’ basketball in 2001 for the Athletic

Director’s of America magazine.

Milton’s varsity boys will have a tough 

act to follow. Last year’s team went 19-11 

and made it to the state tournament, losing 

to Peachtree Ridge in the round of 32. The 

painful part is that they lost ten seniors and 

four starters.

The only returning starter is Brody Lit-

tley, a 6’1” JR combo guard, who is being 

recruited by several colleges. Derek Thomas 

is a 6’0” SR point guard who backed up at 

that position, and Erik Shuelke is a 6’5” JR 

who also backed up last year at wing. Key 

newcomers include: Mike Heider JR, Courtney 

Frasier SR, a transfer from Chattahoochee; 

Shane Howard Sr, a former varsity player as 

a 10th grader; Jordan Adamson SR, a point 

guard transfer from Mt. Vernon Christian 

Academy; Julian Royal, a 6’7” highly touted 

freshman, who is one of the top players in 

his class in the country, and two others to 

keep your eyes on, freshmen, Alex Walton at 

6’6” and Kevin Kornegay. John Devine, Dylan 

Pure, Ryan Derreberry and Wes Bryant should 

also contribute. 

Milton hopes to be playing their best bas-

ketball by tournament time.

Coach Boyd’s goal:  to make it past the 

Sweet 16 for the first time in school history.

Boyd’s teams in the past have had some 

success: 11 region championships; 8 elite 
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Alpharetta High School fields teams for middle school students 

called the Junior Raider program, believing that the earlier the play-

ers learn to play the right way, the more competitive they’ll be when 

they reach high school. Their program stresses fundamentals and 

teaches the high school offensive and defensive schemes.

Averaging 20 wins over the last eight years, the blue and 

gold Cougars from Chattahoochee High are ready to start their 

2007-08 season and see what they can do this year to add to 

their list of accomplishments. They were region champions three 

of the last five years. With games against Centennial, Berkmar, 

Alpharetta, Roswell, Wheeler and others, will they repeat their 

championship this year?

The Hornet’s Nest, home of the Roswell Hornets, is an incredible 

gym resembling a professional arena. Facing off against all the 

other north Fulton teams as well as adding Pebblebrook, Sprayberry, 

and Kennesaw Mountain schools to their schedule, the Hornets will 

be buzzing with activity this season. Boys’ varsity head coach, Ty 

Phillips, and girls’ varsity head coach, Tony Bostardi, look forward to 

winning seasons with their bees.

It’s Knight time for the basketball players at Centennial High who 

are looking forward to a full schedule including tournament play 

in Orlando at the end of December. The AJC/ Georgia Sportswriters 

Association poll ranked the Centennial boys’ team #2 in the state 

during the 2006-2007 season. Can Coach Allen Whitehart and staff 

do that again?

Spotlight on Northview High Varsity

Northview Varsity Girls Basketball Coach Andrew Krenzer

Last season record: 16-10 with a 13-3 region record

The Lady Titans are expecting a lot this year with six returning se-

niors which include near 1,000 point scorers Kirsty Pfahl (6’1” for-

ward) and Kara Smith (5’9” guard). Rounding out the other returning 

seniors are Victoria Thompson (5’9” guard), Lauren Reed (5’9” 

guard), Cheree Taylor (6’2” center) and Katelyn Fish (5’8” guard). 

Other returning lettermen are Quaneasia Coleman (Jr. 5’6” guard), 

Grace Ramey (Soph. 5’6” guard), Jasmine Little (Jr. 5’8” guard) and 

most importantly returning from an ACL tear, Felisha Richardson (Jr. 

5’1” point guard). Other newcomers that will be fighting for a spot 

on varsity will include Rebecca Culler, Olivia Brown, Kiona Robinson, 

Sydney Wallace, Courtney Bradford, Kayla Dozier, Sara Padgett and 

Jasmine Jacobs. 

 The team has a very difficult non-region schedule to start 

the season as they play Marist, the 2007 4A runner-up, JL Mann 

(NC) 2007 3A state champion, South Forsyth, North Gwinnett, 

and they are invited to participate in the Fort Walton Beach 

Playground Area Shootout in Florida over Christmas break. Their 

region schedule is also strong with a key game early on against 

Milton on December 11. 

Coach Krenzer’s philosophy: “In order to be the best, you need to play 

the best. With our schedule, I feel we are preparing ourselves for the 

best chance to succeed in the playoffs. Our expectations are to finish 

within the top four of the region and place ourselves in a strong posi-

tion to win the region tournament and trip to the state playoffs.”

Coach Krenzer’s predictions: “For the region, we’ll have Sprayberry 

and Milton at top, but don’t count out Roswell as they have some key 

players returning! Milton will get stronger as the season progresses, 

because they always seem to have transfers become eligible in the 

second semester. Sprayberry has the majority of their starters return-

ing, including (in my opinion one of the best point guards in the 

region), Megan Reed.”

The key to our season is the post play both offensively and defen-

sively. We only have two true post players on the roster, so any girl 

who is willing to step up as a post player will find herself playing for 

us. We are hoping our senior leadership will carry us, but in the end 

hour, we will go as far as Kirsty Pfahl, Kara Smith and Lauren Reed 

want to take us. Another key is how quickly the girls will catch onto a 

new system. With a new coach the philosophy has changed. Once the 

players buy into the system, we will become a better team. At times 

this summer I thought the girls were getting there and at other times 

they wanted to do it their way. Hopefully, we can find the right mix. 

Northview High Varsity Boys Coach Steve Bombard

Strength in returning numbers

This year should be an exciting season for the Northview boys’ bas-

ketball team. They are returning nine seniors with varsity playing 

experience and feature one of the best centers in the country. Ralph 

Sampson III is 6’11”, 220 lbs and is currently being recruited by 

GT, Kentucky, Minnesota and Clemson. He will get a lot of help from 

Najja Nicholson and Jordan Rainford, who are both playing varsity for 

the third straight year.

The varsity team adds a lot of talent from last year’s JV team 

which finished 13-4 and won the North Atlanta tourney. That team 

was led by the shooting and shot blocking of 6’8” Robert Sampson 

and the explosive guard play of Jared Davidson and Kevin Kubandi.

The Titans’ schedule is highlighted this year with games 

against Centennial, Wheeler and a trip to Bristol, Tennessee for 

the Arby’s Classic.

Who to watch: Ralph Sampson who at 6’11” has his own 

north view! »ASF
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